408            EUROPE:   A  GEOGRAPHICAL  SURVEY

neighbors. The whole of the Canton of Ticino, as well as portions of
other southern cantons, lies to the south of the crest of the Alps and
encroaches on Italian territory. In the west and the southwest the inclu-
sion of a portion of the Rhone Valley and sections beyond the Jura
marked an expansion into lands formerly belonging to France and
Savoy. Toward the northeast and across the Rhine is Schaffhausen,
which was formerly German territory. The inclusion of the Engadine
likewise marked an eastward expansion at the expense of Austria.
While the country today consists of a compact body of territory, its
political frontiers are not consistently related to the physical boundaries.

Situated between three of the major European powers, Switzer-
land naturally serves as a convenient buffer state. The majority of its
neighbors have recognized its position in this respect by guaranteeing
its neutrality. Its frontiers are therefore unguarded except on the south,
where fortifications guard the St. Gotthard and Simplon Passes.
Switzerland's control of the transalpine routes also tends to insure its
independence. These are so important that none of the great powers
would wish to see them in the hands of a possible rival. However, the
nation does not depend entirely upon treaties or a strategic location for
its protection; on the contrary, by universal military training it has
built up an effective fighting force which could offer stout resistance
to any invader.

The landlocked character of the country is a handicap to a nation
as dependent upon foreign trade as Switzerland. Nevertheless, this
handicap has been in part overcome by agreements with neighboring
powers guaranteeing free access to the sea over all desirable routes.
On the other hand, the situation of the nation in the heart of the con-
tinent has decided commercial advantages. The bordering states are
among the most active in Europe, and provide large markets and
abundant sources of raw materials. Its position across the transalpine
routes adds to its commercial contacts. Thus despite its lack of sea-
coast, Switzerland ranks high among the world powers in per capita
foreign trade.

CLIMATE

The long, cold winters of the higher portions of Switzerland have
restricted agriculture and encouraged household industries, while the
cool summers have aided in making the country a recreational center.
However, differences in elevation and exposure give rise to a wide